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    MissingMiddleHousing.com

510.558.6957 • info@opticosdesign.com

What is Missing Middle?

Well-designed ‘Missing Middle’ buildings  
unify the walkable streetscape as they 
greatly diversify the choices available 
for households of different age, size, and 
income. Diverse households keep diverse 
hours meaning we have more people  
out walking our streets at more varied 
hours— keeping them safer.” 
 Ellen Dunham-Jones 
Professor at Georgia Institute of Technology

Why is it important?

Read more in Missing Middle Housing 
by Daniel Parolek with Chris Nelson, 
available now from Island Press.

Missing Middle is a range of  
multi-unit or clustered housing types 
compatible in scale with single-family homes 
that help meet the growing demand for 
walkable urban living.

Opticos Design founder 
Daniel Parolek inspired 
a new movement for 
housing choice in 2010 
when he coined the term  
“Missing Middle Housing,” a 
transformative concept that 
highlights a time-proven and 
beloved way to provide more 
housing and more housing 

Take Action:
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Missing Middle Housing on the Tour
These highlighted examples show massings, building forms, parking locations, and site designs that are consistent  
with best-practice for Missing Middle Housing (MMH) types. There are many more examples of MMH along the route.   
Keep an eye out for others that you think are good examples!

Note: All photos are from Google Maps

1. Courtyard Building 
5016 Underwood Ave

5. Courtyard Building 
5016 Underwood Ave

9. Duplex Side-by-Side 
5016 Underwood Ave

2. Multiplex 
Address

6. Multiplex 
Address

10. Fourplex 
Address

3. Duplex Side-by-Side 
Address

7. Fourplex 
Address

11. Courtyard Building 
Address

4.  
Address

8. Duplex Stacked 
Address

12. Courtyard Building 
Address

1. Courtyard Building 
5017 Underwood Ave.

5. Courtyard Building 
4824 Cass St.

9. Duplex Side-by-Side 
4801 Chicago St.

2. Multiplex 
608 N. 50th St.

6. Multiplex 
4825 Cass St.

10. Fourplex 
4816 Chicago St.

3. Duplex Side-by-Side 
4930 California St.

7. Fourplex 
4819 Cass St.

11. Courtyard Building 
4817 Chicago St.

4. Courtyard Building 
4902 California St.

8. Duplex Stacked 
4811 Cass St.

12. Courtyard Building 
406 N. 49th St.
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Missing Middle Housing on the Tour
These highlighted examples show massings, building forms, parking locations, and site designs that are consistent  
with best-practice for Missing Middle Housing (MMH) types. There are many more examples of MMH along the route.   
Keep an eye out for others that you think are good examples!

*UMM = Upper Missing Middle Note: All photos are from Google Maps

17. Apartment Building (UMM*) 
4918 Capitol Ave.

21. Duplex + Triplex 
320 N. 50th St.

13. Duplex Side-by-Side 
307 N. 49th St.

18. Duplex Stacked 
Address

22. Fourplex 
Address

14. Duplex Side-by-Side 
Address

19. Fourplex 
5002 Capitol Ave.

23. Duplex Side-by-Side 
5018 Cass St.

15. Duplex Stacked 
4901 Capitol Ave.

20. Duplex Side-by-Side 
4940 Davenport St.

24. Duplex Side-by-Side 
5022 Cass St.

16. Duplex Stacked 
4903 Capitol Ave.

18. Duplex Stacked 
4987 Capitol Ave.

22. Fourplex 
5010 Cass St.

14. Duplex Side-by-Side 
4824 Capitol Ave.
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Photographs to Take
The yellow highlight on the photos below shows what to look for in each type of photo.  
Photographing the same building from different positions helps analyze the building’s form  
and its location on the lot.

Commercial Residential

Take  photos of  buildings together to show how far apart buildings 
are and to show how tall a building is compared to a nearby building.

Take 45-degree angle photos  to show how deep a building is.

Take front, or elevation photos to show how tall and wide a building is. 
   Ex - unique details in the architecture
   Ex - important landmarks or historic 
   structures

Take photos down the sidewalk to show how a building relates to the 
public street (front yard, porch, stoop, outdoor seating, etc.).
   Ex - building distance from street
   Ex - parks and civic spaces too

Take photos of  streets to show the kinds of streets in your area.
   Ex - street trees and landscaping
   Ex - street furnishings, lamp posts, trash
   Ex - how the street follows the hills, creeks
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